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Chapter Laurier succeeded in winning a victory despite the
___' efforts of the liierarcliy to secure a majority for the
Conservative Government in gratitude for its efforts
to coerce Manitoba. Sir W. Laurier succeeded, how-
ever, at no distant date in winning popularity by his
adjustment with Manitoba of the education question,
and he placed Catholics under considerable obligations
by his insistence against the wishes of many in his own
party in forcing denominationalism on Saskatchewan
and Alberta in 1905 when they were given provincial
status.1 The church has in later years moderated the
vehemence of its claims, but the substance of its con-
trol over the faithful has in no wise been reduced, nor
is there any doubt that it is to the church that Quebec
owes the preservation and extension of the French-
Canadian race.
In New South Wales and Queensland Roman
Catholic influence is strong and has on the whole
favoured the Labour party, for many of the Catholics
are Irish who are disloyal to the imperial connection
and see in the Labour party the most promising
material for carrying out the aim of detaching the
Commonwealth from the Empire.
It is in the sphere of the teaching of religion in
schools that political struggles have chiefly centred.
Reference has already been made to the issue in
Canada; how much alive it is may be seen from the
bitterness of the denunciation of Saskatchewan for
forbidding in its ordinary schools the display of re-
ligious emblems in 1930. In Australia the principle that
1 Skelton, op. cit. ii. 224-47; Willison, op. cit. ii. 369-80; H. (Broolcs) v.
Ulmer, [1923] 1 D.L.R. 304; Alberta Act, Section 17, In re, [1927] S.C.R.
364, assert the validity of the limitations put on provincial power.